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to watch the flesh of his faithful warriors being eaten by their
Assassins. His wife and twelve-year-old daughter were near
him, and he knew that his death and theirs would be more
cruel. He made a sign to his wife to kill the child, so that
she might be saved from a worse fate* The mother thereupon
strangled her daughter with her own hands, but she herself
and Maranui, the chief, were killed with red-hot irons.

Stewart did not succeed in hushing up this foul crime, in
which he had played such a guilty part. It leaked out in the
Bay of Islands, and shocked even men who were far from
being gentle and refined. The story came to the ears of
Governor Darling in Australia, who had long considered it
necessary to put a check upon the violence and lawlessness
of the New Zealand traders. Stewart was arrested and placed
on his trial for murder at Sydney, but unfortunately sufficient
evidence was not forthcoming, and the gallows was cheated of
a man who richly deserved hanging. Governor Darling, how-
ever, carried through an Act for the prevention of the horrid
traffic in dead men's heads, which had been the cause of many
abominable deeds.

The great ambition of the Maori tribes was to obtain
supplies of fire-armsj which would give them an immense
superiority over their tribal enemies; and as they were willing
to barter almost anything they possessed for the sake of old
muskets and shot, it was a constant temptation to traders, who
had no delicate scruples in this respect. Consequently the
horrors of native warfare were redoubled, for a tribe armed
only with the old-fashioned m&y& became the easy victims of
warriors who had been able to get the more deadly weapons.

A famous warrior named Hongi, with another chief named
Waikato, visited England in 1820 under the guidance of a
missionary, and became more than a nine days' wonder in
London. He visited the Tower of London, and was deeply
impressed by the armour and weapons he saw there. He was
presented with a suit of armour by the King, and upon return-
ing to his native land wore it in battle until his death. But
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